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Food Borne Outbreak 
in Najran City, Saudi 
Arabia, January 2008 
cont. .. 
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Mark your calendar ... 

Inside the Kingdom 
March 17 - 19,2008: Saudi e-Health Conference 2008: Towards 

National e-Health 

Location: King Faisal Hall, Intercontinental Hotel, Riyadh. 

Contact: Saudi Association for Health Informatics, PO.Box: 90394 

Postal Code: 11613, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

Tel : +966 - 1 - 2520088 Ext. 43447, Ext. 13896, 

Fax: +966 - 1 - 2520088 Ext. 43734 

Website: http://www.saudiehealth.com 

Outside the Kingdom 
September 20-24, 2008: XVIII WORLD CONGRESS OF 

EPIDEMIOLOGY AND VII BRAZILIAN CONGRESS OF 

EPIDEMIOLOGY. 

Location: Brazil/Porto Alegre 

Contact: Congress Secretariat 

Website: www.epi2008.com 

Was there a link between human TB 
cases and the Bovine TB outbreak 
among cows, cont ... 
(Continued from page 4) 

transmission to humans were almost 
blocked. However, this study showed that 
there may be some possible indicators of an 
epidemiological link between the outbreak 
of bovine TB among cows in Madinah 
and the human TB cases. Those indicators 
include reporting a long past history of 
contact with cattle and consuming raw milk. 
However, these epidemiological indicators 
do not provide any confirmation of a link. 
A confirmatory laboratory test is therefore 
required to specify the strains of the isolated 
mycobacteria from cows and humans. The 
new technique of DNA fingerprinting of 
mycobacteria is the most usefu l tool to prove 
any link of disease in the two populations.7 
TB surveillance among humans and all 
types of cattle in Madinah in the upcoming 
years is vital to follow the disease trend and 
evaluate control measures. 
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Selected notifiable diseases by region, Jan 
2008 

J: » 
== (.. == 0 m ... 

;0 :::- ;;;t /;; z » 
0<' ... C\) ... 

;;;t ... ... J: » OJ J: 
(.. 

.!!!, OJ [ ~ Co Co til til ... ~ til iii' C' -:r N' ... ... ~ Co 5' 0:;; til ~ til -:r C ~ ... ... iil -:r 0 Co ... ... 3' ... c!r :;' ::s ... -:r ... ... ~ 3 ::s c -:r -:r :::r ::s !!l. !!!. -
1"""-"'-'- - 1- - 5' - ,- I- ' -

Measles 3 1 1 0 1 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Mumps 3 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rubella 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Varicella 2711 474 1724 639 361 3033 2235 3469 383 1525 775 1904 415 217 519 519 169 638 

Meningitis mening, 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Meningitis other 15 2 12 13 3 5 4 6 1 3 1 8 4 2 0 0 0 3 

Hepatitis B 245 5 349 67 14 120 224 6 2 70 15 86 14 65 21 21 4 36 

Hepatitis C 170 1 327 22 3 53 143 5 0 29 16 22 7 2 9 9 1 19 

Hepatitis unspecified 2 0 16 19 0 0 1 4 0 0 0 2 0 49 0 0 0 0 

Hepatitis A 99 50 128 23 0 15 36 7 8 48 0 40 22 41 34 34 24 2 

Typhoid & paratyphoid 0 0 51 1 0 1 8 8 7 4 5 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Amoebic dysentery 14 1 609 13 10 1 102 60 4 31 26 0 0 2 3 3 0 0 

Shigellosis 11 1 7 1 0 0 6 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 16 16 0 0 

Salmonelosis 60 4 39 0 0 3 127 11 2 1 16 0 0 0 15 15 0 0 

Brucellosis 53 14 18 12 36 207 88 6 58 138 62 23 88 30 40 40 0 4 
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Comparisons of selected notifiable diseases, 
Jan - Mar 2007 - 2008 
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1~2008 2007 % _ 2008_ 1_2007 _ 2008 2007 
Cholera 0 0 ·100 0 4 Meningitis mening 3 59 

Diphtheria 0 2 ·100 0 3 Meningitis other 83 107 

Pertussis 10 2 100 10 68 Hepatitis B 1377 1083 

Tetanus,neonat 3 5 ·50 3 21 Hepatitis C 840 594 

Tetanus,other 1 3 ·67 1 6 Hepatitis unspecified 93 488 

Poliomyelitis 0 0 0 0 0 Hepatitis A 647 643 

Guilain Barre Syndrome 23 24 ·91 23 93 Amoebic dysentery 87 68 

Measles 72 83 ·67 72 4648 Amoebic dysentery 877 708 
-

Mumps 7 26 ·55 Mar7 32 Shigellosis 48 51 

Rubella 0 6 100 0 32 Salmonelosis 282 245 

Varicella 21708 12693 60 21708 47691 Brucellosis 918 992 

Diseases of low frequency, Jan - Mar 2008 
Yellow fever, Plaque, Poliomyelitis, Rabies, Haemolytic Uraemic Syndrome: No Cases 
Pertussis: 10 Cases (Makkah 4, Qassim 4, Jeddah 1, Asir 1) 
Neonatal Tetanus: 3 Cases (Makkah 1, Jeddah 1 , Jazan 1) 
Ecchinoccocosis: 1 Case (Riyadh 1) 
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% - 2008 2007 
·88 7 13 

-22 83 316 

27 1377 4501 

41 840 2776 

·81 93 192 

1 647 1383 

28 87 281 

24 877 3645 

·6 48 154 

15 282 1894 

·7 918 4194 

Guillian Barre Syndrome: 23 Cases (Riyadh 5, Eastern 5, Jeddah 3, Jazan 3, Makkah 2, Tabuk 2, Assir 1, Hafr AI-Batin 
1, Qassim 1) 
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